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Isn’t there always so much to be said and done? – both inside and outside CNWE. My first tasks 
as we enter our 6th(!) year of publishing The Seed Keepers include letting you know about: 

- Jim Noonan’s e-letters. Jim is a member of Corpus and a longstanding supporter of CNWE. 
He is publishing e-letters, each containing one readable interesting article; ‘More Catholic 
than the pope’ published by the National Catholic Reporter  on Oct 3/17 is an example. So 
far, I’ve found them all excellent. Jim has encouraged me to pass the word along. You can 
access them by asking to put your email address on his list. njnoon@gmail.com 

- Joe Dietrich’s death on Sept. 21/17. In our next issue you’ll find information from Joe’s work 
Embracing Change in the Roman Catholic Church. Here I’ll mention that I personally mourn 
his death deeply. I’ll never forget when he called me away during a Corpus gathering to tell 
me, “I finally get it. You know, I didn’t … for a long time.” In response to my supposedly 
quizzical facial expression, he burst with: “Virginia, women should be ordained priests!”  

We’ve been recently alerted by the National Work Group (NWG) to another huge matter that 
requires a great deal of attention – the  two year discernment process to plan for the future of 
CNWE. In the outline there’s one section that grabbed me:  
“Story Telling (one to one or in groups) 

• When and why I joined 
• How it’s been for me 
• Where it is now for me 
• My sense for the future.”   

Let’s each of us tell our stories, in one way or another, to each other and to others! And let us all 
practice the skills of dialogue, e.g., by receiving each others’ stories as if we’d never heard them 
before.  

This issue of The Seed Keepers is rich indeed, thanks to your contributions and those of others 
who support our mission. Thanks to all who heard and responded to my call for material. Please 
keep those contributions coming. And, please do ask for the contributions of others. 

I’ll end this by repeating the final blessing of the farewell liturgy of the 2017 CNWE Conference:  
“As we call down the blessings of Sofia Spirit upon the stalwart and faithful women and 
men of CNWE, may we be strengthened to keep faith in the present, to draw strength from 
the deep roots of our past, and to move boldly forward into our common future.”  
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2017 CNWE Conference  

Mary Ellen Chown* reflects on 
the Keynote Address by  
Sister Christine Schenk, CSJ

Christine Schenk’s address “Crispina and Her 
Sisters: Women and Authority in Early Christianity” 
focused on Christ ine’s research for her 
forthcoming book (Fall, 2017) of the sarcophagi 
(many of which only opened to the public in 2005), 
frescoes and literary records of the early Church 
and their evidence of women in authority. By 
retrieving this story from our collective past, 
Christine asserts that it helps us to “keep faith in 
the present” and also “to shape a different future 
for the church”. Through the work that Christine 
and other feminist scholars are doing, we are 
expanding our knowledge of 
women’s roles in the early church 
to include women as patrons, 
e v a n g e l i s t s , d e a c o n s , 
‘episcopoi’ (“over-seers”), apostles, 
teachers and ministers.  

A fascinating aspect of Christine’s 
research for me was realizing that 
widows were often patrons in the 
early church who funded local 
churches and evangelization. 
These women were permitted by 
law to receive inherited assets 
from deceased older husbands 
and also their fathers. In this capacity, they often 
also took care of orphans. This reality ‘paints a 
different picture’ from the more traditional 
references to ‘widows and orphans’ as 
impoverished victims.  

I was also reminded by Christine that the 
prohibitions against women in Scripture and in the 
various ‘Household Codes’ of the time suggest 
that women must have been leaders in the Church 
and that their disruption to the social order (that 
allowed only men to be visible in the public 
sphere) prompted a patriarchal response. We 
CNWE members clearly come from a long line of 
disruptors! 

The painstaking detail that Christine has done in 
examining over 1000 sarcophagi was fascinating. 
For example, the portrait tomb sarcophagi of 
‘Crispina’ shows her holding a scroll with the 
symbol for Christ (X+P) on it and therefore 
denotes her authority as a learned teacher. There 
are images of women with index and middle 
fingers together which symbolize clearly that they 
were also authoritative voices in the early church. 
There are images where women have their hands 
raised in prayer (orans position)  suggesting that, 

in their lifetimes, they were 
leaders of prayer. Some women 
have ‘capsa’ at their feet (a 
large shoulder bag for carrying 
scrolls) and there are carved 
tomb images where men are 
depicted ‘infacing’ a central 
woman who is holding a scroll – 
all pointing to women’s status, 
influence and authority in the 
early Church.  

Christine began and ended her 
talk with both thanks and 
encouragement to CNWE for 

our continued work. She said, “You have worked 
hard to ‘be the change you seek’ and to support 
one another.” Christine concluded by saying that 
uncovering the historical record of women’s 
leadership with these substantive examples serves 
to “reset the mental models” of women’s historical 
role in the Church.  

* Mary Ellen Chown,  a long serving member of 
Toronto CNWE, offers this reflection, one given 
earlier to members of Toronto CNWE. 
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Christine began and ended 
her talk with both thanks and 
encouragement to CNWE for 
our continued work. … “You 
have worked hard to ‘be the 
change you seek’ and to 
support one another.” 



2017 CNWE CONFERENCE 

 Honouring the Past, Keeping Faith in the Present, 
Shaping the Future

Sharp	 Dopler,	 at	 the	 opening	 of	 the	 conference,	
first	 speaking	 of	 her	 aboriginal	 origins	 and	 then	
inviting	all	into	a	moving	smudging	ceremony.

Christine	Schenk,	CSJ	
delivers	 the	 keynote	
address	—		
and	disappoints		
no	one!

On	 the	 second	 day,	 three	 excellent	 plenaries	 were	
given	 by	 Joelle	Morgan,	 Jessica	 Heatherington	 and	
Louise	 Courville.	 Workshops	 were	 conducted	 by	
Cathy	 Clifford,	 Christine	 Gervais,	 Cathy	 Holtmann,	
Pauline	 Jacob,	 Eileen	Kerwin	 Jones,	Becky	 Lee,	 and	
Susan	 Roll.	 Marianne	 Savard	 and	 Virginia	 Lafond	
delivered	reports	on	The	Dialogue	Project.	We	then	
left	the	site	of	Saint	Paul	University	for	a	Eucharistic	
Celebration	at	 the	Church	of	 the	Ascension	 (on	the	
Rideau	 Canal),	 and	 after	 we	 gathered	 in	 the	
beautifully	decorated	Ascension	hall	 for	an	evening	
of	sumptuous	food,	drink,	and	music.

Bella	Borealis	entertains!
Did	we	enjoy?!! 3

Jocelyn	Rait	 and	her	husband,	Alec	Rait,	 a	 tireless	
volunteer	 for	 CNWE	 and	 for	many	 other	 groups	 -	
taking	a	well	deserved	break!

    Louise Courville, Marianne Savard, Polly Beach  



listening, learning, 
Conversing 
taking quiet moments, 
consuming the best food 
and drink,  praying, 
working, discerning, and 
yes, having some fun! 

The Annual General Meeting

The	National	Work	Group:		
Janet	Speth,	Denise	Wiggins,	Katherine	Cameron	

Just in case you missed it! 
Above is the special Canada’s 
150th Anniversary Tulip! 
Millions were in bloom in 
Ottawa at the time of the 
2017 Conference and AGM.

Above:	 Felix	 Kryzanowski,	
(newly	 elected	 to	 the	 NWG,	
the	first	ever	male	member	of	
the	 NWG)	 chats	 with	 Linda	
Spear,	RCWP.

Highlights	of	the	2017	AGM	included:	

~	 voting	 in	 favour	 of	 a	 two-year	
discernment	 process	 about	 the	
future	of	CNWE	

~	 voting	 in	 favour	 of	 The	Dialogue	
Project	 becoming	 an	 endeavour	 of	
CNWE	as	a	whole	

~		Thanks	-	given	to	many	
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This is a short version - I promise!   

The Beginning: 
Nora O’Driscoll, a long-serving CNWE member, 
sent me a note along with a clipping from The 
Catholic Register (Feb. 21/16). It quoted the 
Archbishop of Gatineau QC, Paul-André 
Durocher, who in a letter to L’Osservatore 
Romano said in part: “Let us accept Pope 
Francis’ invitation to elaborate in our churches a 
true synodality in which all voices are heard, 
those of women too…. I think for me the 
question is, we as a Church are impoverishing 
ourselves by not giving greater space to the 
voices of women within the decision-making 
process of the Church.”  At the 2016 Ottawa 
CNWE summer planning meeting, it was 
decided we could do something in response to 
Archbishop Durocher’s statement - that is, 
besides the work of organizing CNWE’s 2017 
Annual Conference. A sub-committee of seven 
members quickly developed. The Dialogue 
Project was born! 

So far: 
We met over the summer of 2016, 
getting to know each other, putting our 
varying feminist cards on the table, and 
deciding what and when to do first. 
I take responsibility for insisting that one 
of our first statements - if not the first - must be 
to question how to go about having the 
hierarchy (and others) of the Roman Catholic 
Church hear women’s voices. After all, I argued, 
what needs to be heard has already been said 
and compellingly written - to the absolute hilt - 
about women being identified and affirmed just 
as the male members of our church are.  
Eventually (in August), we communicated with 
both the Archbishop of Gatineau and Archbishop 
of Ottawa, Terrence Prendergast. Archbishop 
Durocher replied that he would meet the 
member who lived in his diocese but not 

immediately because of his then need to resolve 
some diocesan office issues. Archbishop 
Prendergast asked Vicar Geoffrey Kerslake to 
correspond with us. When we met with him in  
September, he advised that he could not speak 
for the Archbishop and that we should be in 
touch with the Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (CCCB). In response to our  letter to 
the CCCB, we were advised that ‘“your letter will 
be studied further by theological experts and 
advisors at the Conference in order to shed 
more light on the subject matter.  Likewise, as 
Church, we are also attentively following the 

Holy Father's initiatives and await the 
outcome of the new Commission 
which he instituted for the study of 
women deacons.” Sometime later we 
acknowledged this response. 
A n h o u r l o n g m e e t i n g w i t h 

Archbishop Durocher took place in 
January 2017. To a great extent he anticipated 
our statements, as well as explaining that he did 
not always agree with the pope - e.g., that Mary 
should be an example for women only but for all 
humanity. He also let it be known that he had 
made changes in his diocese so that women are 
in decision-making positions. However, he also 
made it clear that he was not prepared to 
discuss women being ordained as priests. (We 
did not counter this because of our decision  
taken in advance not to ‘go for the jugular’ at a 
beginning point in our attempts at dialogue.) He 
opined that we ought to enter into dialogue with 

CNWE’S Dialogue Project: 

 Its Origin and Its Dynamic 

“The doors  
are  

always open.” 
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officials of the Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL) who, he emphasized, have the ears of 
the likes of the Prime Minister’s Office. At the 
end of the meeting, he stated, “The doors are 
always open.” 
Reports were given about The Dialogue 
Project by Marianne Savard and myself at the 
2017 CNWE Annual Conference. Also, at the 
AGM, the Ottawa CNWE Dialogue Project 
became “a national project with the assistance 
of the Ottawa Local and the NWG” (as per the 
Minutes of the AGM). 
In January of this year, as you know, as editor 
of The Seed Keepers, I asked for and received 
“Dear Pope Francis” letters to be published in 
coming editions. Soon after, the question arose  
as to whether the letters would actually be 
going forward to Pope Francis.  On August 
11th they were mailed to Pope Francis, 
specifically to an address supplied by the 
Canadian Papal Nuncio. They were printed on 
good bond with The Dialogue Project’s new 
letterhead (designed by Ron Tourangeau) and 
enveloped in tear and wetness resistant 
material. Copies were also sent to the Nuncio, 
Archbishop Durocher and the the CCCB. In 
part, my cover letter read: “By sending you 
these letters, we are joining with all the women 
and men who recognize that, as adults and as 
baptized persons in the Roman Catholic 

Church, we have a responsibility to make our 
voices heard. We respectfully urge you to hear 
us and to respond!” To date, we have received 
only one response. Archbishop Durocher sent 
me a handwritten thank you note, with 
indication that he had read “these well 
reasoned letters”. 

The Future:  
Ottawa CNWE proposes that a package of 
educational/reference materials be prepared 
and made accessible for all members of 
CNWE. For starters we will include Catherine 
Cavanagh’s Women Priests: Answering the 
Call (Butternut Publishing. 2010) and refer to 
already existing webpages - in other words, we 
don’t want to reinvent the proverbial wheel. As 
well, given that there are many points of entry 
when it comes to making critical differences in 
society, we urge every member of CNWE to 
make efforts to enter into dialogue about 
justice for women in the Roman Catholic 
Church. 
As you would expect, there is more to be 
proposed including more letters to Pope 
Francis. Stay tuned! Stay involved! 

Virginia Lafond 
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Jane Kryzanowksi*: 
 RCWP Canada mourns  

the death of Priest, Ruth Wasylenko 

Early in the morning, 
just before sunrise on 
Easter Sunday, April 
16, 2017, Eternal Light 
rose upon our dear 
sister Ruth Wasylenko.  
Ruth was ordained to 
the p r ies thood on 
March 31, 2012 by 
Bishop Marie Bouclin 

amidst the Emmaus Inclusive Catholic community 
in Sherwood Park, AB.   

Ruth was esteemed by many people, who 
witnessed both her love of the Gospel and her 
radical choices to live that Gospel.  
She challenged the hierarchical and 
patriarchal structures of the Church 
she loved, following the deeper call of 
God she knew in her heart – to be 
ordained as a Roman Catholic 
Woman Priest. 

In her years of service to the People 
of God, Ruth served as a youth 
minister, teacher and chaplain.  She 
pushed many edges, becoming a bus 
driver while a young nun and riding a 
Vespa.  She developed interests in 
sports, music and wood-working.  
Ruth loved learning and achieved two 
Master’s degrees.  She always 
delighted in children and never really left behind 
her role as teacher.   

Illness, first fibromyalgia and then cancer, invited 
her to find her value simply in being rather than in 
what she could do.  Even in her struggle with 
cancer, she was generous in participating in 
experimental drug therapy in the hope that the 
outcome of the research would be of benefit to 
others. 

A Celebration of Life was held on Friday, April 21 
which was attended by a cross section of Ruth's 
family, religious community, co-workers, students, 
friends, Emmaus Inclusive Catholic Community, 
and St. Brigid's Community in Calgary.  Bishop 
Marie Bouclin presided at the liturgy; sister priest, 
Jane Kryzanowski, gave the homily. The liturgy 

touched the right cords of grief and sorrow as 
well as rejoicing in Ruth's entry into Eternal 
Oneness, beyond the pain and suffering which 
marked the last years of her life.  

Knowing her days were numbered, she used the 
days in hospice to surrender to the Divine 
Embrace.  She took care to prepare for her 
funeral, choosing readings from Scripture that 
reflected her life unfolding in the mystery of time 
– a time and a season for everything that 
happens (Ecclesiastes 3), her love which was 
genuinely rooted in Christ (Romans 12), and her 
legacy reflected in those on the margins who are 
to be her witnesses as she comes before the 
throne of God (Matthew 25). 

Ruth's dear friend and companion, 
Jocelyne, prepared a display of items 
symbolic of Ruth's life: her stole for 
her priesthood, a bell and an apple for 
her teaching, a tea pot for her 
hospitality,  the book "Catholicism" 
and a rosary for her faith, sheet music 
from the song she composed "Love 
Life" for her involvement in youth 
ministry, and some tools and a model 
Vespa for her hobbies.  Jocelyne also 
gave a wonderful tribute to Ruth in her 
eulogy – a testament to Ruth's 
indomitable spirit and their very 
special relationship.  Ruth's family 
presented a slide show giving a photo 
story of her life.  This and Jocelyne’s 

tribute, gave many a deeper appreciation of Ruth 
and the footprint she made on this world.  

The next day Emmaus Inclusive Catholic 
Community gathered for Eucharist.  It was 
marked with a special intimacy and tenderness 
as Bishop Marie offered the homily as a time for 
sharing personal thoughts and feelings about 
what Ruth meant to them.   It was, appropriately, 
an “Emmaus experience” as the community 
mourns the loss of their servant leader yet comes 
to realize that they can continue to live in the 
Spirit of God and of Ruth and be a faith 
community of love, prayer and service.  

*Jane Kryzanowksi is a member of RCWP 
Canada and of CNWE. 
  

She challenged 
the hierarchical 
and patriarchal 
structures of the 
Church she loved, 
f o l l o w i n g t h e 
deeper call of God 
she knew in her 
heart …
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Erratum: In our last edition, we published Bonnie O’Brien’s letter to Pope Francis which 
in part described the plight of Marie Collins and indicated that an interview could be found 
on CBC’s Tapestry .We apologize for misspelling Marie Collins’ name.

Rev. Fuller, pastor of a newly formed faith 
community in Pickering, Ontario  has been re-
vising, refining and rehearsing the homily for this 
weekend's inaugural mass at St. Mary of 
Magdalene the First Apostle Catholic Faith 
Community. Inspiration came from Scripture (Acts 
2:17-18): "God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. … Even on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and 
they will prophesy.” The passage 
connects the theme of Pentecost – 
a feast day celebrated in all 
Christian churches this weekend – 
to gender equality and inclusivity, 
issues close to Rev. Fuller's heart.

But Rev. Fuller is no ordinary 
Catholic priest prepping to preach 
to his flock; rather this is Rev. 
Roberta Fuller, an ordained Roman 
Catholic Woman Priest (RCWP). 
The petite septuagenarian and 
retired high-school teacher is 
regarded by some as a courageous 
spiritual leader and by others as a 
disrespectful dissident.

Ordained in 2011, Rev. Fuller maintains 
she has as legitimate a claim to the priesthood as 
any male Catholic priest. The Vatican disagrees 
and warns that sacraments performed by women 
priests are just "simulations." Women priests are 
forbidden to serve in any official capacity and in 
2007 the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, under Pope Benedict XVI, decreed 
automatic excommunication against anyone "who 
attempts to confer a sacred order on a woman, and 
the woman who attempts to receive a sacred 
order."

Neil MacCarthy, spokesperson for the Archdiocese 
of Toronto, says that the parish's home, 
Dunbarton-Fairport United Church, reflects the 
illegitimacy of Rev. Fuller's congregation.

"The very fact that their services take place in a 
United Church should be a clear indication that 
what is happening is not, in any way, sanctioned by 
the Roman Catholic Church.”

There are 12 women Catholic priests 
in Canada (and some 300 worldwide); 
many hold their masses in sympathetic 
United churches. Rev. Fuller launched 
a similar progressive community, 
Church of the Beatitudes, in the 
To r o n t o n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f 
Roncesvalles in 2014. The parish 
attracted a devoted, if modestly sized, 
flock varying in size from week to 
week, with 40 at most in attendance. 
Sometimes there were as few as half a 
dozen in the pews. She is hoping for 
more robust attendance in this new 
community. The Pickering services will 
be held the first and third Saturday of 

the month.

Rev. Fuller rejects the notion that her ordination 
and calling are illegitimate. "That's simply not true," 
she says. "Despite what some bishops lead the 
faithful to believe, we follow and honour Roman 
Catholic tradition and the liturgy of the church.

Says she: ”We are ordained in apostolic 
succession just like any priest.”

*Nancy Fornasiero, a freelance writer and book editor, 
is a friend of Roberta Fuller. This article was published 
as a ‘Special to The Globe and Mail’ (June 2/17). She 
also offered it for publication in The Seed Keepers.

Did you know of this?

Nancy Fornasiero* on 

     Roberta Fuller, RCWP, and her new parish 

Roberta Fuller
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The author was a member of the Grey 
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception 
when, in 1958, she was posted to a 
teaching mission in a remote village in 
Dominican Republic. By 1959 Vatican II 
was opening windows to let fresh air into 
the Church and Latin America was getting 
some of that breeze. When her religious 
superiors made a decision to close the 
mission school in D. R., Joan and her 
teaching sister/colleague made the difficult 
decision to leave the Grey Sisters 
Congregation and remain in that country to 
teach.   Throughout her memoir Joan tells 
her story as a woman of strong faith. 
Nevertheless, with the autonomy that 
came with their laicization, the two 
colleagues are able to re-evaluate the 
needs of the villages where they serve. In 
some of the most remote parts of D.R., 
they are able to cultivate communities of 
independent women’s co-operatives that 
improve the prosperity of the villages, re-
balance the power of the village women 
and give these women hope for the future 
of their children.  

No Turning Back is a fascinating tale of 
faith and hardship and the coming of age 
of a dedicated young nun who matures to 

be an influential and independent minded 
lay missionary.   
This book reminded me that there are many 
faces to modern feminism. The secular 
heroes, Greer, De Beauvoir, Gilligan, 
Steinem, have left their mark in academia 
and the public's raised consciousness. 
Nevertheless there is another face of 
feminism; Catholic women who have  
brought about social change within the 
context of their faith and who were not 
always supported by the  Church Hierarchy. 
No Turning Back belongs amid that 
emerging canon of stories told by intrepid 
nuns whose Catholic faith informed their 
struggle to bring social justice to women in 
the 20th century.  
The book was self-published by Cranberry 
Press, Windsor, ON and can be purchased 
through Juniper Books. Cost $20. 
Te l e p h o n e  5 1 9 - 2 5 8 - 4 1 1 1 o r 
contact@juniperbooks.ca 

* Beverlee McIntosh is a retired social worker 
and a lifelong advocate for issues of social 
justice. While she was raised in a small 
Catholic community in Ontario, she is now a 
professed humanist who supports her sisters 
of faith in their endeavours to reclaim the role 
of women in Christian churches.

You have power in your hands. PLEASE! Think about 
sowing some CNWE Seeds - yes, the ones you hold right 
now. For just $12 a year, you can have The Seed 
Keepers sent to someone - someone who needs to know 
about CNWE and its mission, someone who knows it 
and wants  to know more, maybe someone in the 
media , ….  
Send your cheque to:  
CNWE, Box 19594,55 Bloor Street West, Toronto, ON 
M4W 3T9    or:  
Just click a couple of times and send it on right now!

Beverlee McIntosh* opines: 

The Feminine Mystique Takes on  

Liberation Theology

No	Turning	Back:	A	Memoir	
Joan	Tinkess	

Windsor:	Cranberry	Press.	2016



Josée Lafrenière* reviews  

       The Meaning of Mary Magdalene 

Who was Mary Magdalene? Portrayed by an early 
Christian tradition as a prostitute, she was later 
redeemed (somewhat) by the Church as merely a 
sinner who, after being healed of demonic 
possession by Jesus, became one of his followers. 
In the early 2000s, Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code 
raised popular interest in conspiracy theories about 
Magdalene being Jesus’ bride, even possibly his 
partner in a tantric religion or in a political match 
between two dynasties. In The Meaning of Mary 
Magdalene, Cynthia Bourgeault, an Episcopal 
priest, mystic and speaker on the Christian 
contemplative and Wisdom path, as well as the 
author of eight books and many articles, searches 
for the true Magdalene. To do so, she veers away 
f rom consp i racy and “contemporary pop 
spirituality” (ix), drawing instead on Scripture, both 
canonical and Gnostic, on her own intuition, and on 
the work of mystics, feminists and other 
contemporary scholars.  Building her argument 
layer by layer, she leads us to a view of Magdalene 
as Jesus’ apostle, his beloved companion and his 
partner in the path of Conscious Love. In doing so, 
she also reveals a new vision of Jesus himself and 
his message. Her goal in this is to “repair the 
damage caused by a heavy-handedly patriarchal 
(and at times misogynist) ecclesiastical tradition and 
reclaim Mary Magdalene’s legitimate role as teacher 
and apostle (x).” Because Bourgeault’s book delves 
deeply into the metaphysical, it is not for the faint of 
heart. However, she succeeds in offering a fresh 
look backwards at who Magdalene was and what 
her role has been thus far. The author also 
visualizes a possible future healing path for 
Christianity that would reintegrate Mary Magdalene 
and her teachings. 
Bourgeault begins by locating Mary Magdalene in 
the canonical gospels, discussing where they agree 
and disagree. Mary Magdalene was there at the 
crucifixion. She stayed steadfastly by when Jesus 
was put in the tomb. And she was the first one he 
appeared to after the resurrection. She was the one 
charged with telling the apostles the good news. 
Bourgeault theorizes how Magdalene came to be 
eclipsed by the Church’s tradition of “male, celibate 
priestly theology” (86), when she is clearly present 
and central in the story of Jesus. Bourgeault also 

looks at the Gnostic gospels and includes a close 
reading of the Gospel of Mary Magdalene. She 
proposes that Jesus and Mary Magdalene were in 
“what in a sexually healthy culture would surely 
seem the obvious possibility … faithful beloveds, 
whose lives were joined together in a fully enfleshed 
human love,” (89) one that deepened their spiritual 
growth.  
Drawing on her own personal experience of a 
transcendent love, Bourgeault reclaims romantic 
love as a means of spiritual development.  She 
draws on the Gospel of Philip, which “contains the 
metaphysics on which Jesus’ more practical earthy 
teachings are based,” to describe the unitive path 
taught by Jesus, which involves the integration of 
opposites, of inner and outer, of this plane and a 
higher one. Mary Magdalene accompanied Jesus 
on this path and was the apostle who understood it 
most deeply.  
Bourgeault also looks at how, even from the 
shadows, Mary Magdalene has been healing the 
wounds of Christianity, particularly in France, where, 
tradition has it, the historical woman came to live 
out the rest of her days. She closes the book with 
five suggestions to carry on the momentum of 
interest in Mary Magdalene in popular culture “to 
begin to rebuild the church from the ground up on 
its authentic foundations in imaginal wisdom and 
mystical love. (206).” 
 The Meaning of Mary Magdalene is not an easy 
book for those who, like me, aren’t conversant with 
Christian metaphysics, but the author’s rereading of 
the canon and Church history, her fresh eye on the 
Magdalenic myths and her case for a regenerative 
approach to Christianity that gives a place to the 
archetypal female and to real women make the 
reading worth it. In closing, I saw my opinion of this 
book echoed in Bourgeault’s own description of the 
Gospel of Mary Magdalene: “What astounds me is 
not so much what this text says about Mary 
Magdalene as what it says about Jesus.” 
    
  *Josée Lafrenière is a translator, editor and writer 
based in Montréal, Quebec. She was raised as a 
Catholic but has been estranged from the church for 
many years. Her friend, Marie Bouclin, asked her to 
review Bourgeault’s book for publication in The 
Seed Keepers. 

The	Meaning	of	Mary	Magdalene:	Discovering	
the	Woman	at	the	Heart	of	Christianity.	

Cynthia	Bourgeault	
					Boston:	Shambhala.	2010	
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Letters …

July 5, 2017 

Dear fellow and sister members of CNWE, 

I've used the CNWE directory, as recommended by the directory editor, to network with you regarding 
an issue of mutual interest, namely, a new model of ordained ministry in a renewed Roman Catholic 
Church. 

As editor of the RCWP Canada Website, my main means of communicating and networking with 
people who support the effort is via the Website and a Newsletter I send out about once a month. 
 Below is the current issue of the Newsletter with links to the Website. 

I would like to place your email address on the Newsletter mailing list.  If you are receiving the 
Newsletter already, or if you would prefer not to receive the Newsletter, please let me know by return 
email. 

Please note that this message and future Newsletter messages will come to you as a bcc. 

Sincerely, 

Felix Kryzanowski 
Editor, RCWP Canada Website 
http://rcwpcanada.x10.mx 

Robert	Michael	Bardsley,	Sr.	
November	22	,	1946	-	January	11,	2017	

March	2017	

Dear	wonderful	women	and	men	of	CNWE,	
				
			My	children	and	I	wish	to	express	our	sincere	gratitude	for	your	kindness	surrounding	the	loss	of	our	
patriarch,	Michael.	Whether	at	the	helm	of	a	sailboat	or	in	the	cockpit	of	an	airplane,	to	our	family,	Michael	
seemed	to	have	an	ability	to	see	beyond	the	horizon.	On	a	daily	basis,	we	miss	his	wisdom,	calm	manner,	
warmth	and	faith.	The	ministry	of	your	support	to	us	has	helped	each	of	us	endure	the	deep	sorrow	
burdening	our	days.	We	have	been,	and	continue	to	be,	incredibly	touched	by	all	the	ways	that	so	many	of	
Michael’s	friends,	colleagues	and	family	drew	together	to	mark	and	honour	his	life.		

			We	are	affirmed	by	your	friendship,	and	fortified	by	your	gestures.	

			Michael	-	father	and	husband	-	will	be	forever	seared	upon	our	souls.		

			Thank	you	for	your	note	of	sympathy	and	encouragement.	You	continue	to	‘feed	my	soul’.	

Mary* 

* Mary Kennedy Bardsley is a long time member of Fredricton CNWE
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CNWE’S	VISION	

Justice and equality for all persons 
manifested in word and action in the 
Catholic church and throughout the 
world. 

              CNWE’S MISSION 

As a Canadian organization, we 
connect, support and represent 
people who seek justice for all the 
baptized within the Catholic church, 
for women throughout the world 
and for all of creation. 

CNWE’S CORE VALUES 
Inclusivity 
Creativity 

  Celebration 
  Compassion 

   Solidarity 
   Collaboration 

   Dialogue 
 

For information about CNWE: 
Go to: www.cnwe.ca 

Visit us and ‘like’ us on Facebook: 
Catholic Network for Women’s Equality - 

Canada 

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JeFIJpA7axo 

Yahoo e-list: http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/cnwe

12

"Speak clearly. Let no 
one say, 'This can't be 
said, they will think 
this or that about me.' 
Everything we feel 
must be said, with 
'parrhesia' (boldness)." 

Pope	Francis,		
at	the	beginning	of	2016	The	Synod	
of	the	family.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeFIJpA7axo
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cnwe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeFIJpA7axo
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cnwe


The Seed Keepers     
     

CNWE MEMBERSHIP FORM: 
(Please print clearly!) 

Name__________________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

Postal Code ___________________ 

Email  ____________________________________ 

Phone(s): _________________________________ 
New membership ☐ or  Renewal: ☐ 
All memberships include three issues of The  
Seed Keepers, the CNWE newsletter -  hot off the 
press. 
Please check one: 
_____ $50.00 annual CNWE membership 
_____ $80.00 annual CNWE couple membership 
_____ $25.00 (students and those unable to pay 
the full annual membership fee)  
_____ $60.00 annual international membership 
_____ optional additional donation of $ _____ 

Please send your cheque made out to “CNWE” to:
   
  CNWE,  
  Box 19594, 
  55 Bloor Street West, 
  Toronto, ON M4W 3T9   

To facilitate networking, CNWE sends out the 
membership list once a year, only to members. We do 
not otherwise release membership information. If you 
would prefer not to have your name on the membership 
list, please check this box ☐.	Thanks! 
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