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Dr. Ellen Leonard CSJ surrounded by her CNWE sisters on the occasion
of receiving an Honorary Doctorate, Toronto, November 8, 2014

As will become quickly apparent to you, in this edition of The Seed Keepers, we are celebrating our
wisdom - and that big time! We begin with a wonderful spread about Dr. Ellen Leonard’s recent
award of an honorary doctorate. We continue with accounts of discovered wisdom, wisdom applied
and wisdom shared. You'll also find news of upcoming conferences - CNWE’s in Toronto in May and
WOW’s in Philadelphia in September.

Just because so many have asked if Pope Francis responded to my letter, | will take this opportunity
to state: “No he hasn’t!” | do forgive him. However, | haven’t yet forgiven him for some aspects of his
humour about women, including about mothers-in-law, videos of which have gone viral thanks to
Ellen deGeneres and others. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIPTdtEvr40) Maybe | will write him
another letter in the hope that | will bring him something he is very much in need of - convincing and
genuine feminist wisdom.

Best wishes to you all! Please do keep your items of interest coming. Finally, on behalf of The Seed
Keepers Publication Team, | offer you, Dr. Ellen Leonard, our profound congratulations.

Virginia Lafond W=
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Wisdom rewarded . . .

Founding CNWE Member
Sister Ellen Leonard

awarded Honorary Doctorate*

On November 8 at St. Basil’'s Church, Toronto,
Dr. Ellen Leonard CSJ received the degree of
Doctor of Sacred Letters, honoris causa. This
founding member of CNWE was given a
standing ovation at the Convocation ceremony
for the Faculty of Theology and the Continuing
Education Division of the University of St.
Michael’s College (USMC).

During the conferring of the honorary
degrees, Dr. Dennis O’Hara, Associate

Professor of the Faculty of Theology of the

University of St. Michael’s College,

presented the citation that follows (Editor’s

note: abbreviated below due to space

constraints) and requested the Chancellor to

confer the degree of Doctor of Sacred Letters.
*Thanks to Gisela Co6té, Director of Com-
munications, Sisters of St. Joseph of
Toronto; Sister Ellen’s picture courtesy of
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto

University of St. Michaels’s College
Faculty of Theology
November 8, 2014

The more one learns about Sr. Ellen Margaret Leonard, the more one concludes that she was destined
to be both a Sister of St. Joseph and a professor at the University of St. Michael's College. Ellen
Leonard was born in 1933.... She joined the congregation on September 8, 1951, and received the habit
and her religious name, Sister Loyola, on March 19, 1952.

Between 1955 and 1973, she was an elementary school teacher, a principal, or a religion resource
teacher, mainly in Toronto. ...

While working full time, she completed a bachelor's degree at the University of Toronto in 1967. This was
followed by a master's degree in religious studies from Manhattan College in 1971. Her love for theology
became ever more apparent, and she began doctoral studies in theology at the University of St.
Michael's College. With the start of her doctoral studies, she left the education of children and moved to
the education of adults as a teaching assistant at the Department of Religious Studies at the University
of Toronto, and then the Faculty of Theology at St. Michael's. She received her doctorate in this very
church at a similar convocation 36 years ago, in 1978. The title of her dissertation was "The Question of
Catholicism in the Modernist Period: The Contribution of George Tyrrell." Having been a lecturer at the
Faculty of Theology during the last year of her doctoral studies, she became an assistant professor in
1978, an associate professor in 1982, and a full professor in 1991. She would remain a full time member
of the Faculty of Theology until her retirement in 1999 at which time she became an emerita professor.

While fulfilling her teaching responsibilities with distinction, Dr. Leonard wrote three books: Tyrrell and
the Catholic Tradition; Unresting Transformation: the Theology and Spirituality of Maude Petre; and
Creative Tension: The Spiritual Legacy of Friedrich von Hugel. She also wrote numerous peer-reviewed
articles that were published in such journals as The Ecumenist, Ecumenism, Studies in Religion, The
Way, The Toronto Journal of Theology, Vox Feminarum, The Canadian Journal of Feminist Spirituality,
Theological Education, Horizons, and The Grail, among others. She contributed chapters to a very long
list of edited books, ... [and] delivered significant papers to many distinguished gatherings, including
the American Association of Religion, the Catholic Theological Society of America, and the Canadian
Theological Society. Additionally, she wrote numerous book reviews. 2



Dr. Leonard has served her profession in many capacities: as a peer-reviewer or member of the
editorial board for several journals; for several years as a board member of the Catholic Theological
Society of America; as a member of the Association of Theological Schools Council on Theological
Scholarship and Research; for many years as a member of the Steering Committee for the Roman
Catholic modernism group of the American Academy of Religion; for 7 years as a representative of the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops on the Churches' Council on Theological Education in
Canada. More locally, she chaired the theology department of the Toronto School of Theology for two
years, and served on many, many committees at both the Faculty of Theology and the Toronto School
of Theology.

During this time, she chaired 15 doctoral theses, 12 master's theses and served on approximately 30
doctoral examination committees. | had the good fortune to have Dr. Leonard co-chair the direction of
my doctoral thesis with Dr. Stephen Dunn. When | interviewed Dr. Leonard to write this citation, we
recalled the time she spent teaching and mentoring me over the years of my study, and later, my
employment at the Faculty. | then asked her, "Looking back on your career, about what are you the most
proud?" She quickly answered, "Working with women students." | took no offence. | took no offence for
several reasons. Firstly, because none was intended, and because Dr. Leonard always treated her
students and colleagues with such respect and interest that they felt that their needs were a high priority
for her — and they were. It was just that Dr. Leonard's work with women and the advancement of
women's equality was her central priority.

Dr. Leonard was among the first women to study theology in Canada, and among the first to teach at a
Faculty of Theology. She spent much of her life advocating for the advancement and equality of women
both in the Church and the academia. Through the courses she taught on feminist perspectives of
theology; through the many, many chapters and articles written about Canadian contextual feminist
theologies, the development of gender roles in modern Catholicism, and contemporary Christologies in
response to feminist and ecological challenges; through the talks she delivered at conferences on the
role of women in theological education, on experience as a resource for feminist thought, or on feminist
voices in Christology; through talks delivered in parish halls and gatherings of the laity — through all of
this she educated others about women's equality. At the same time, her generous spirit, incisive
intelligence, collegial support, and inclusive leadership — especially at the Faculty of Theology —
modelled feminist principles and practice. Yes, she especially mentored the women students, and yes,
she sought the advancement of women and women's equality, but by being a feminist theologian and
seeking justice for women, she was a role model to us all, both women and men. Like the early Sisters
of Saint Joseph who went out in pairs, seeking those who were the marginalized in society and in need
of ministry, Dr. Ellen Leonard's ministry of education sought to address the need for women's
advancement and equality, a pressing need even today.

We are not the first to honour her good work. In 2004, she received the Ann O'Hara Graff award given
by the Women's Seminar in Constructive Theology of the Catholic Theological Society of America; and
in 2005, she was recognized as a Woman of Distinction by the YWCA. But it is particularly fitting that
someone who loves theology and has been so loved by her students and colleagues at the Faculty of
Theology at the University of Saint Michael's College and the Toronto School of Theology should now
receive an honorary doctorate in sacred letters in the same church where she received her doctorate so
many years ago.

Eminentissime et Reverendissime Cancellarie, prasento tibi candidatum qui ad gradum Doctoris
Sacrarum Litterarum, honoris causa, Ellen Margaret Leonard, admittatur.

Dennis Patrick O‘Hara, DC, ND, MDiv, PhD

Associate Professor, Eco-theology, Ethics

Director, Elliott Allen Institute for Theology & Ecology Faculty of
Theology, University of St. Michael's College

Associate member, Graduate Faculty

School of the Environment, University of Toronto 3



Sharing Wisdom:

Finding God in New Ways in the

Second Half of Life

by Catherine Walther*

| belong to a small alternative Christian
community in Toronto, called Taproot, and most
years we go off together for a weekend retreat of
reflection, good ritual, fun and good food...
something that may sound familiar to a seasoned
CNWE member who has attended CNWE
conferences! This year we went to our usual
place, Maryholme, on the shores of Lake
Simcoe, in southern Ontario. The person we had
invited to lead us in the day of reflection was a
Jesuit scripture scholar, Scott Lewis. And the
topic we asked him to speak about was the title
of this article. His talks resonated with
my life and | thought the wisdom of this
special man might resonate with you too.
| have peppered what he shared with
snippets from my own life.

Scott characterized mid-life as a time of
disillusionment, restlessness, and
yearning, where we don’t know just what
we want. It's a time when we begin to
work on ourselves, if we haven’t already
done so. And this is often brought about
by a crisis of some sort where we have to face
our own mortality, face our failures, and realize
that we need to ‘let go’. It is a time when we
begin the process of growing into the wise and
mature elder that will take us through the second
half of our lives.

For me it began after my mother died in 1993 and
| finally admitted to myself that nursing, which |
had worked in since 1964, was no longer
satisfying to me. | was divorced and had to work
to provide for myself and my family, so | needed
to look at what was meaningful to me and where
my talents lay. After much prayer | experienced a
call to hospital chaplaincy and was admitted into
a clinical program and began academic studies at
Regis College. In the clinical program, CPE, |
had to confront both myself and my fellow-
students with the honest truth, and it stretched
me to do so. On one occasion, after someone
called me a derogatory name when | critiqued
him, | locked myself in the bathroom crying,
refusing to come out till everyone had left for the
day. Needless to say | was very sensitive to
criticism and was struggling with how to lovingly

confront another. It was traumatic for me but at
the same time, a time intense self-learning.
Scott said we grow in the ability to see
ourselves as we truly are, and to an
acceptance of the whole package. We learn to
laugh at ourselves and, as he said, “When we
learn to laugh at ourselves we will never cease
to be amused.” During this time we are
defined, not so much by the group, but from
within. Our energy comes from the inside and
we begin to carve out our own story. Today we
understand that the cosmos is our story, as is,
for us Christians, the story of Jesus.
As Jesus’ pain and suffering were

1"H$%8 ()*+,-)./ transformational, so too can ours be.
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We accept our shadow side and
failures and learn from them. We
arrogant. Scott said, “In the
humanity. We have to appropriate
our divinity.  Jesus’ suffering was
necessary for his developing into
God-consciousness. We need to look at our
own God-image. We need to purge all our
images of God in order to experience God.
Our not-knowing is what leads to
enlightenment.”
There can be consequences to this
development of our self-authority, when we
break away from the pack. We need to try
things out and test them for ourselves. This
can put us in conflict with the establishment. |
remember, when first working as a hospital
chaplain, having been endorsed for ministry by
the RC church, | was a new CNWE member
and was afraid to have my name placed on the
CNWE address list. Then gradually | became
stronger in my own self-authority and
accepted my name on the list and even
attended Purple Stole Vigils in front of the
cathedral before the annual Chrism Mass.
When a woman who worked at the
archdiocese began taking pictures of us as



we marched prayerfully, carrying a CNWE
banner, | was grateful for my CNWE sisters who
deliberately hid me from the camera. Self-
authority came slowly to this obedient Catholic

woman.
Suppressed traumas come up in mid-life and we
need to come to terms with them. Forgiveness
often plays a major part. We need to look at our
own ability for good and evil and realize life isn’t
so simple. If we refuse to own our own shadow
we usually end up projecting it onto another. At
the same time we uncover our own goodness
(or God-ness as | like to call it), develop our
under-developed talents, learn to use positive,
affrming language towards ourselves, and, in
general, broaden our horizons. We learn to
savour our experiences, both good and bad,
knowing they have contributed to the person we
have become.

Personally, | had to confront the experiences of
neglect and hurt in both my childhood and my
marriage. Therapy helped me to do this and to
realize my own intellectual ability and the talent |
have for spiritual healing. You’ve probably gone
through some of this self-discovery yourselves.
Definitions of God gradually become
unimportant and even cumbersome in the
second half of life. According to Scott, God is
silence, darkness, mystery. A good exercise is
to ask ourselves the question “Who am 1?” and
reject all the answers that we come up with. In
stripping away ourselves we do an examination
of consciousness and come to our true selves.
Likewise in stripping away all the ideas of God
from our childhood, we can more readily
experience who/what/how God is for us today.
Scott described theology as a reflection on
religion and, as such can, and has changed.
When religion is inauthentic it is controlling,
competitive, alienating from the self or others
and loses its sense of transcendence. Thich
Nhat Hanh says, “We are to overcome our
illusion of separateness.” Teilhard de Chardin
says, “We are not human beings having a

-

“St. Michael’s honours me by
asking me. And this encourages
other women to study
theology.”

— Ellen Leonard,
Doctoris Sacrarum Litterarum,
honoris causa.

spiritual experience, we are spiritual beings
having a human experience.” Theology has to
be meaningful, connecting, and make sense to
us.

In the stages of our development: 1)We ask the
deep questions to take part in creation...creating
our own self; 2) we let go of our hardness of heart,
of the rigidity of our thinking; 3) like Jesus was
tempted, we wrestle with our inner call; 4)we find
God in our own life and personal experience.
our response comes the transcendence. When

we go through our collapse, our chaos, and our

struggle we find God in it.
St. Irenaeus said, “The glory of God is the human
being fully alive.” In the second half of life there is
tension — with the family, friends, the church. We
have to be able to walk our own path. We can
take whatever is helpful on the journey from
whatever the source. To pass on the tradition
without adding something is a betrayal to the
tradition. “Tradition is the living faith of the dead
and traditionalism is the dead faith of the living.”
Gratitude and forgiveness are the two essential
attitudes in the second half of life. They are signs
of spiritual maturity and affect how we will age. We
need to be willing to try new things and make
mistakes. What we are doing will influence the
larger group eventually. As CNWE members, this

is so affirming to hear. ¢ ¢ ¢

Catherine Walther is a seasoned CNWE
member.

~

CNWE MISSION STATEMENT
To enable women to name their
giftedness and from that awareness to
effect structural change for justice and
equality in the Catholic church and in the
world, that reflects the mutuality and co-

kesponsibility of women and men. /




Sharing Wisdom

Redemptorist Tony Flannery

Refuses To Keep Silent
by Susan Roll

Redemptorist Father Tony Flannery, by his own

admission “not the most outspoken priest in

Ireland,” toured the United States in the fall of

2014, and told publicly the story he had been

ordered not to tell.

Some 175 people from across New York State
gathered to

hear him in

| s avae Syracuse on

- || the evening
| of October
29 following

an interview
he gave to a
local radio
station and a
private
meeting with
25 priests.
He visited
eighteen
cities in
three weeks
and made

a n
appearance
at Call To Action. (Editor’s note: | was there in
Memphis. Flannery’s two talks were so well
attended that room changes had to be made to
accommodate the large number of attendees.)

The Galway native, a much-in-demand preacher,
author and regular magazine columnist, is a
founder of the Association of Catholic Priests
(ACP) in Ireland which is committed to Vatican Il
and, in its spirit, to “reading the signs of the times
in the light of the Gospel.”
www.associationofcatholicpriests.ie

In February of 2012 Flannery was informed that
his positions on priestly ministry had attracted
attention at the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith (CDF). He was summoned to Rome and
informed by his Redemptorist superior that unless
he recanted his views his priestly ministry would
be suspended, and that he was to step down as
head of the ACP. The superior gave him a list of
his problematic quotes and the corresponding
sanctions for each. Flannery submitted a

response to Cardinal Levada, head of the CDF,
and heard nothing more.

Several months later the superior told him that the
CDF (now under Cardinal Mueller) had made
more specific demands: Flannery was to issue a
public statement declaring that he accepted all the
Church’s moral teachings including those on
contraception and homosexuality, affirming
specifically that divorced and remarried Catholics
may never be given Communion, and that
“‘women will never be ordained priests.”

Flannery refused. He told the audience,
“Everybody would have known that | didn’t believe
a word of it ... [and] most important of all, could |
look in the mirror for the rest of my life?” Then he
attended a meeting of the ACP in the face of a
CDF order to break all ties with the ACP. He went
public with the whole story in January 2013 in the
conviction that the CDF’s real target was the ACP,
and its real intent, to destroy dissent among
priests.

His book A Question of Conscience is an account
of that year in his life in which he was investigated
without his knowledge and in secrecy, and in which
absolute secrecy was demanded of him, a process
he described as “really quite funny.” The CDF
never communicated with him directly. He was
threatened with excommunication and dismissal
from the Redemptorist order that he joined in 1964.
Flannery’s presentation in Syracuse expanded
upon his concern to build tolerant, respectful
dialogue in the Church. He named three main
obstacles to such a dialogue: the centralized
Magisterium under Popes John Paul Il and
Benedict XVI which sidelined the earlier concept of
a Magisterium that involved local bishops,
theologians and the sense of the faithful; secondly,
a concept of tradition as fixed and unchangeable
as compared to a dynamic, evolving sense of
tradition that dialogues across the generations and,
yes, “reads the signs of the times”; and third, a
fundamentalist versus a contextual interpretation of
the Bible.

A final thought: one person tries to force another
to swear that “women will never be ordained.”
Really? Who can control the future? ... or

for that matter, the present? ¢ ¢ ¢
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Wisdom applied . . .

CINWE Sponsors Development and Peace Day:
Graced moments at St. Ann’s Church

by Elizabeth ' W. McGahan*

An uplifting day was experienced on October 18 at
St Ann’s Church by over 30 attendees at the
Catholic Network for Women’s Equality (CNWE)
annual Fall Day of Reflection. This year’s Day
focused on Devel-pment & Peace (D&P) with an
emphasis on the Philippines.

Planned last July with the support of St Ann’s
Pastor, Fr. Paul Riley,

the presentations/conversations with Mary
concluding her work on the Philippines. Elizabeth
McGahan gave a brief overview of the Filipinos in
Canada today drawn largely from Terence J. Fay’s
New Faces of Canadian Catholicism: Asians (Ottawa:
Novalis, 2009). A conversation emerged around the
role of Filipinos in the Canadian workforce, and the

nuanced impact new

CNWE had the use of the
church hall and attentive
assistance of Mr. Neil
Fulton, church
maintenance coordinator,
who handled the hall
preparations and the
beverages.

CNWE members came
from Woodstock,
Fredericton, St. Andrews
and Saint John. Several
members of St Ann’s
parish were also present.
The local Filipino

immigrants have on
the host society.

Finally, the Filipino
community led by
Ophelia Maestrado
showed videos of
Filipino dances that
were part of the Asian
celebrations last Spring
at the Imperial Theatre
in Saint John. An
informal ensemble,
comprised of several
members of the
community, performed

community was
contacted, and a number
of Filipinos attended. Fr.
Ronaldo Suplido, originally
from the Philippines, drove up
from his parish in Saint
George, NB and offered comments on aspects of
some of the presentations.

Eleanor McCloskey cnd from Fredericton,launched
the meeting by offering an engaging opening
prayer. She was followed by David Lewis of Saint
John, who spoke about Development and Peace,
and prepared a large, informative display for the
Day.

Mary Hanson'’s slide presentation of her D & P trip to
the Philippines captured divergence between the
classes in the Philippines, and reinforced the need for
the “developed” world to be more involved in
supporting development in the “underdeveloped”
world. After a wonderful lunch, it was time to resume

Standing: Eleanor McCloskey, David Lewis, Mary
Hanson, Carol Nofies, Ophelia Maestrado, Roxy
Tan and Sonia Sario. Kneeling in front: Angela
Avecilla, Juliana and her mother, Russel Argosino.

the Filipino patriotic
song (national
anthem). It was clear to all
present that many (if not
most) immigrants live in
their new country with
deeply felt allegiances to their home country.
Concluding a wonderful, celebratory Day of
Reflection, a Filipino duet featuring Ophelia
Maestrado and Willie Asenas performed a moving
rendition of Andrea Bocelli and Celine Dion’s
recording, “The Prayer.”

Long term residents of Saint John and other areas of
New Brunswick together with our Filipino newcomers
glimpsed a view of the emerging church in Canada.

* #)*,0<*6
CNWE.

is a member of New Brunswick



JOCQ[yTl Rait* reviews
Jimmy Carter’s

A Call to Action

Carter, Jimmy. A Call to Action:
Women, Religion, Violence and Power.
New York, Simon & Schuster. 2014.

From the age of six years when he was selling
peanuts grown on his family farm to the
inhabitants of Plains, Georgia, Jimmy Carter has
been a keen observer of society and women’s
place in it. The injustices he noted in the
treatment of various underprivileged groups,
including African-Americans and women, spurred
him on to action, and his actions brought him first
to the Georgia governor’'s mansion and then to
the White House as the 39" President of the
United States (1977-1981). Following his
presidency, Carter has consistently used his high
profile to effect change, aided at all times by his
capable wife, Rosalynn, to whom he has been
married for 68 years. Their main instrument in
this work has been the foundation of the Carter
Center which has projects all over the world and
is responsible for almost completely eradicating
several tropical diseases such as Guinea worm
and trachoma. The Center also champions
human rights and works to resolve conflicts.
Carter received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002
for his efforts in these fields, as well as his work
for democracy and the promotion of economic
and social development. In 2007 he joined The
Elders, an international group of senior
statesmen who also work towards society’s more
equitable treatment of women.

The issues that gave rise to these
achievements are the subject of Carter’s latest
book, A Call to Action: Women, Religion,
Violence and Power, which is an achievement
in itself as he was 89 when he wrote it (he
turned 90 in October). In June 2013 the Carter
Center held its most recent Human Rights
Defenders Forum and it seems this was the
catalyst for him to document his long struggle
on behalf of civil rights and women’s equality.
From the adoption of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights by the UN in 1948, when
Carter was still serving in the US Navy, he
outlines the struggles undergone by women in
the face of the patriarchy and male chauvinism
which have led to them being considered as
inferior in many cultures and to their exclusion

from leadership positions in several churches
due to literal interpretations of some Biblical
passages. This last issue caused him and
Rosalynn to give up their commitment to the
Southern Baptists although they remain devout
Christians and Carter serves as a deacon in his
local church. The book deals with every aspect
of women’s lives and due to his considerable
knowledge of societies worldwide, Carter is
able to give concrete examples and quote
statistics with a great deal of authenticity. He
also knows his Bible extremely well and can
refute any dubious quote with a contradictory
one. He is insistent that Christ’'s treatment of
women should be the criterion adopted by all
societies to ensure the full dignity and wellbeing
of half the world’s population. He is not afraid to
place blame where he thinks it is due, and
certainly does not let the United States off

lightly.

For feminists and others who know about the
world’s treatment of women, none of this comes
as much of a surprise. But there will be many
who have never really considered these issues,
and for them this book is especially valuable.
After reading the facts and statistics concerning
rape, violence against women in war, the
genocide of girls, slavery, prostitution, honour
killings and genital cutting, to mention some of
the worst abuses against them, women
everywhere can be thankful that Carter is their
champion. The only negative criticism | have of
this book, and it is unfortunately a major one, is
that there are no endnotes with references or
lists of sources with contact information. A
comprehensive index does not make up for the
lack of chapter and verse when a quotation is
given, particularly when the alternative source is
the Internet — not to be relied on always for
accuracy. This omission is a pity because the
book is overflowing with useful material and |
have no hesitation in recommending it.

*Jocelyn Rait
Ottawa CNWE and The Seed Keepers
Publication team member



Maire Goss* reporting:

WO'W Steering Committee
2014 Gathering in Ireland and

Planning WO'W 2015

In September 2014, CNWE'’s delegate to the
Steering Committee (SC) of WOW (Women'’s
Ordination Worldwide) joined delegates from
various countries and organizations for the
annual WOW Steering Committee meeting.
The 2014 meeting was held at An Grianan,
Termonfeckin, approximately 45 minutes north
of Dublin with representatives of 10
organizations from seven countries and one
individual from Poland. Three international
organizations are also members of WOW;
Wijngaards Institute, RCWP, and St. Joan’s
Alliance. In addition to the WOW SC
delegates, Jennifer Stark, WOW Archivist, and
Therese Koturbash, WOW Communications
(and CNWE member) were present.

Our first activity, introductions, included
presenting an item of importance representing
either our organization or ourselves. | provided
an issue of The Seed Keepers to represent
CNWE. The copy was on display throughout
the weekend and received positive reviews
from those who had an opportunity to look
through it over the weekend.

The host organization, WACI (We Are Church
Ireland) provided a full agenda of activities
including an open session in which members
of WACI and friends joined the steering
committee members for a presentation by
Mary T. Malone based on her latest book, The
Elephant in the Church: A woman’s tract for
our times. Lively small group discussions
followed Mary’s presentation during which
delegates were able to learn about how local
women have been impacted by the situation

of the Catholic Church in Ireland and how
they have responded.

Most of the weekend was focused on preparing
for WOW 2015, the Women’s Ordination
Worldwide third international conference to take
place September 18-20, 2015, in Philadelphia.
The theme of this year’s conference is Gender,
Gospel, and Global Justice. The conference
provides an opportunity to network with
individuals and groups working for women’s
ordination and to learn about the impacts of the
Catholic Church on women and girls around the
world. Conference speakers include Sr. Teresa
Forcades, Spain; Rev. Patricia Fresen, RCWP;
The Hon. Kristina Keneally, Australia; Asra
Nomani, author of Standing Alone in Mecca: An
American Woman’s Struggle for the Soul of
Islam; Sr. Mary John Mananzan, Philippines;
Kate Kelly, Ordain Women, Mormon Church;
Jamie Manson, reporter, NCR; Tina Beattie,
reporter, The Tablet; Christina Rees, WATCH,
Church of England; Sr. Theresa Kane; Mari
Steed, Ireland; Elisabeth Schissler Fiorenza; Fr.
Roy Bourgeois; Barbara Blaine, SNAP, USA; Sr.
Christine Fernando, Sri Lanka; Mary E. Hunt,
WATER; Paul Collins, Australia; Sr. Maureen
Fiedler; and Ursula King.

Registration is now available online via the WOW
home page «womensordinationworldwide.org» and
clicking on the box «REGISTER FOR WOW 2015».
Early bird rates are in effect until April 15, 2015.
Hope to see you there!

*Maire Goss is a member of the NWG and is
serving as CNWE'’s representative on the WOW
Steering Committee.

“1f an institution such as the Catholic Church were to say that women are fully equal,
fully capable of leading, fully capable of empowerment, think of what kind of

message that would send to patriarchal societies all over the world.”

— Jamie Manson, a confirmed speaker for WOW 2015




THE SEED KEEPERS - BY SNAIL MAIL OR BY EMAIL?

At the 2014 Virtual AGM it was agreed that members should
have the option of receiving their copy of The Seed Keepers by
email, if they prefer this to snail mail. CNWE will benefit by
saving printing and postage costs. If you wish to make this
change, please send an email to Jocelyn Rait at
ajrait@gmail.com, and all further issues will be emailed to you.
If you wish to continue to receive The Seed Keepers by snail mail,

you do not need to take any action.

Please tell us!

We’re counting
on you!

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SEED KEEPERS

We are always looking for interesting stories and articles for
inclusion in The Seed Keepers. If you think you may have
something to contribute in the area of women’s equality in
church and society, please contact the Editor, Virginia Lafond, at
virginialafond@gmail.com or 613-728-6908

/
Want to sow some CNWE seeds?

Please think about this - giving a gift of three issues of The
Seed Keepers to someone, a new friend, an old friend, just
someone you want to send a message to - or subscribe for
yourself for that matter.

Please fill in what’s asked for below: . .
Name:
For information about
Address: CNWE go to:
www.chwe.org
or,
email: info@cnwe.org
Postal Code:

_ Visit us on Facebook:
Email: Catholic Network for
Women'’s Equality - Canada

Phone:

Youtube: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?
v=JeFlJpA7axo

and then just make out a cheque for $12 payable to
“CNWE” and mail to:

The Seed Keepers,
P.O. Box 19594,

55 Bloor Street West,
Toronto ON M4W 3T9

Yahoo e-list: http://

groups.yahoo.com/group/
cnwe
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CNWE National Conference 2015

“Women Rising: Shaping A Way Forward!”
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OWhat is happening today is the culmination of all the waves of
women(s efforts that went before. Once change like this begins in
earnest, once it has lited off, the momentum picks up and it
becomes unstoppableOsally Armstrong

Join with CNWE members from across Canada and Sally Armstrong
for

the CNWE National Conference 2015 Toronto May 29-31

“Turn your wounds into wisdom.”
— Oprah Winfrey
“T¢ s cz/yzaz/‘ng hoto complete is Che delusion ¢hat éeaaiy ’s 3ooc/n355. 1

— Leo Tolstoy, The Kreutzer Sonata
“He who knows all the answers has not been asked all the questions.”

— Confucius
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CNWE MEMBERSHIP FORM:

Name

Address

City
Prov. Postal Code
Email address

Phone(s):

New membership : or, Renewal:

Please check one:
$50.00 annual CNWE membership
$80.00 annual CNWE couple membership

$25.00 (students and those unable to pay
the full annual membership fee)

$60.00 annual international membership
~All memberships include three issues of The
Seed Keepers , the CNWE newsletter. Please
indicate if you like to receive your copy
____digitally via email or ___ as a paper copy
via Canada Post.
optional additional donation to CNWE of
$__
Please send your cheque made out to “CNWE”
to: CNWE,
Box 19594,
55 Bloor Street West,
Toronto, ON M4W 3T9

To facilitate networking, CNWE sends out the
membership list once a year, only to members.
We do not otherwise release membership
information. If you would prefer not to have your

name on the membership list, please check this
box (1. Thanks!
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